522  DEATH OF VINDUSA^A :   CONTEST FOR THE CROWN,
the crowe. Prince Asoka teached due age but his
nature remained quite unchanged. He became so wild
that Viodusara sent him to far off Taxila to put down
a mutiny or to be killed In the attempt. Asoka was
heroic and a mao of great parts. He quelled the revolt
and was cordially received by all. Viodusauafi pleased
with him next sent him out to Ujjaln as Viceroy, Here
he married fair Devi, daughter to a rich Jeweller, by whom
he had the son Mahendra and daughter 5anghamitr5..
Certainly this name was given her after Initiation,
Vindusara  supervised  all  state  affairs but the real
burden  was  borne  by  the  able   ministers,    of   whom
R&dhagupta was the chief.    Suslona,  the   eldest  prince
did   not like to be   under  the  control   of  Radhagupta,
So, he began to be independent   and   tyrannical*    This
offended Radhagupia who cleverly  sent him to Taxila
and  brought  Asoka  to    Pataliputra.      Shortly   after,
Viudusa'ra  fell ill,   Susima   being   away in   Taxila and
Yindu&ara  not so willing  to   nominate Asoka  his heir,
the ministers induced Vindusara  to   appoint  AsokA  his
Regent    But as soon as the emperor  died,  Asoka was
however declared emperor,    On hearing the death-news
of Viridusara, Susiraa hastened towards  Pataliputra   but
on his way he learned that he had been   deprived  of his
father's  throne,    So, he   rebelled  and being aided by
some   of his brothers, Invaded Pataliputra,    But Asoka,
with  the  help  of  his  able   ministers,    defeated   them
and   made  them  prisoners.      Then   to  guard   against
future  evils,   Asoka commanded the  ministers  to put
them  to  death ;    but  they   refused.      Thereupon  he